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Who are we?

We are a group of committed and experienced teachers offering a groundbreaking, exam-free alternative
education for 14 to 18 year olds. South Devon Steiner Upper School is the only school in Devon and
Cornwall to provide a recognised, truly alternative secondary school qualification which equips students for
university, and other career pathways, including opportunities to study abroad. We offer a creative, inspiring
and intelligent curriculum. Steiner-Waldorf education in the Upper School seeks to cultivate the lifelong
competencies and capacities young people need to prepare them for life.

Upper School marks a new phase in students’ development which includes enhanced analytical competence
and new powers of creative thinking. Students move from the holding of their class teacher in the Lower
School to working with a team of specialist subject teachers, as well as a sponsor, who support them with
their day- to-day schedules, learning and pastoral needs.
At a time when most students find their educational focus narrowed in mainstream educational settings, our
students are developing a broad knowledge base through philosophical, practical, technical and scientific
inquiry, facilitated by a curriculum rich in music, drama, fine and applied arts, movement, and practical skills.
Students learn as a whole class and every student participates in all subjects. Our integrated curriculum
offers opportunities to cross traditional subject boundaries, widening perspectives and facilitating problem
solving. Students can set their own questions and explore creative ways to research and answer them.
Interest in the world from many different viewpoints is the guiding theme. Questions, discussion, critical
analysis - all the activities of the enquiring mind - grow in strength. Steiner education graduates are
well-rounded and capable students who are confident in their ability to learn from, contribute to and change
the world for the better. This is evident in the next steps our graduates are taking as they continue with their
educational journeys or enter the workplace.

International Qualification
The New Zealand Certificate of Steiner Education (NZCSE) is the first international qualification to be fully
grounded in the Steiner Waldorf educational curriculum. It is a four year course comprising a foundation year
(Class 9) followed by 3 Levels, which students progress through during Classes 10, 11 and 12 (ages 16 - 19
years). It’s a broad spectrum qualification, with opportunities to specialize in areas of interest in the last two
college years.
All pupils study and participate in the main lesson curriculum, including class 11 and 12. However, in class 11
and 12 the students choose a higher level of assessment in the topics they have the greatest interest in. In
this way, each student not only emerges with a certificate which reflects his/her personal strengths, but
keeps developing his/her skills and achievements in a range of areas - something that cannot happen when
a student is asked to specialize too early with just three or four subjects at A Level.
Graduates at Level 3 have a comprehensive foundation for leaving school as independent life-long learners
who are self-reflective and able to take initiative when required. They typically have openness and
connectedness to the world and its peoples, will demonstrate tolerance and respect for others, and have a
curiosity about all aspects of life.
As part of their studies, students also complete a year-long independent Class 12 project that demonstrates
their ability to plan, organize, research, produce, record and present their findings to meet a high level of
public and educational expectations. This project requires problem-solving, self-reflective and creative
thinking, an ability to apply learning across a broad range of contexts, and the ability to follow things through
to their conclusion.
Where they have pursued their chosen (elective) courses, students achieve at an equivalent level to other
secondary school qualifications and, if they have achieved the Certificate at Highly Commended or
Distinction, will be well-prepared to continue higher level study in their chosen subject areas.
In class 12 (Level 3), students choose at least 3 subject specialisms (electives).These have (at least) parity
with other secondary courses, such as A Levels or the Abitur. Students can evidence their abilities through
these electives and if they have achieved the Certificate.
The Level 3 programme also endows graduates with aptitudes and expertise not currently covered by GCSE
and A Levels achievers. For example, the comprehensive 200-hour research project is a significant
demonstration of self-directed, independent learning. The strength of this portfolio gives students a unique
edge in gaining access to competitive industries and university courses.

Assessment

The NZCSE has a rigorous and detailed external moderation system, providing high standards of quality
assurance. All assessments are designed within the school to reflect our learning programme and context,
and student outcomes are then moderated for comparable international quality through the NZCSE’s
external systems.
Assessments take a variety of forms including essays, oral presentations, performances, portfolios,
products, reports and tests, and these take place throughout the three years. In addition, there is an option
at Level 3 for externally assessed, exam-type testing.
Each assessed Learning Outcome is given a grade of ‘Achieved’, ‘Merit’ or ‘Excellence’.
The NZCSE Certificate Report gives universities a very detailed breakdown of the skills, achievements and
competencies which they can compare to UK qualifications including A Levels. Universities accept the
NZCSE at Level 3 as they would any other Level 3 qualification (A Levels, IB etc.) and students can apply to
universities via UCAS in the usual way

The Setting
The School is situated in a beautiful rural location near the village of Dartington in South Devon, on the
doorstep of Dartmoor National Park and only 3 miles from the town of Totnes, which has excellent transport
links to the rest of the country.
The main site of the Upper School is Hood Barn, a traditionally constructed two storey timber frame and
straw bale building housing three classrooms, a common room/kitchen and teachers office. There is also the
Upper School Village, which comprises two classrooms, a science laboratory, art room and craft spaces.

Fees
South Devon Steiner School is a fee paying school.
For comprehensive information on our fees for the Upper School, please visit our website
www.southdevonsteinerschool.org

The Curriculum
English Class 9
English and Genres
In Class 9 we study English language in all its forms, starting the year with a review of the technical aspects
of grammar and punctuation. This ground work is then brought into essay writing. Students begin to
develop their own craft and skills into becoming effective writers learning how to express our ideas clearly
and with impact. Class 9 students continue with studies in poetry, genres and the short story, as well as
creative writing.
History of Drama
Students in Class 9 study the development of drama from its roots in ritual through to the celebrated plays of
Ancient Greece. Students discover the importance and wealth in this literary tradition and how it reveals our
humanity through the ages. Plays studied are Antigone and Oedipus Rex.

English Class 10
19th Century Literature
In Class 10, students study 19th Century literature, choosing their own novel to read, explore and study.
Students learn to address the social, political and historical context of the novels of this period, presenting
their novel and writer’s biography in a final essay, which demonstrates their understanding of the novel, its
meaning and context.
Oral Presentation: prepared speech for purpose
Students in Class 10 learn the techniques of speech and oral presentations. Each student chooses their
own topic to research and, in seminars, begin to structure their speeches by exploring different ways of
communicating their ideas. Visual aids are developed for the presentations so that students are familiar with
power point and creative use of technology.
Myth to Literature
Students take an in-depth look into ancient cultures and the stories and myths that have been created out of
experience in much earlier civilizations. We address the question ‘why have these stories endured the
passage of time?’ Students also consider what relevance or wisdom these stories and myths might still have

for us today. The study spans the myths of Creation from cultures around the world, drawing out and
reflecting on the similarities and differences found in each one. The study culminates with a study of the oral
poems being committed to texts in the 14th century.
Shakespeare
No English course would be complete without the study of Shakespeare’s great works. In Class 10 students
take up the study of a Shakespeare play. Students now apply their knowledge of dramatic tradition from their
earlier studies, along with their increased understanding of linguistic devices and techniques. The play is
studied as a play, with movement and acting taking place in the seminars. Alongside this, the students begin
their first in-depth study of literary analysis, and formulate their own responses in formal essay writing.

Creative Writing
Class 10 study creative writing throughout the year, as well as exploring their own voice and creativity.
Students learn to rewrite, refine, rework and craft several pieces of original creative writing. Students take up
at least 3 different forms, which can be dramatic monologues, play scripts, narrative fiction, flash fiction,
descriptive writing or poetry. Students’ work is original and they select their own final pieces to submit for
their final creative writing portfolio.

English CLASS 11
Beowulf and The Middle Ages
Students take up a study of the oldest surviving Anglo-Saxon poem, exploring the influences and
development of the English language in light of the historical context of the period. Students explore the
development of the alphabet from the Viking to the Anglo-Saxon periods, preceding the study of the text in
which students have the Anglo-Saxon text alongside the modern (Seamus Heaney) translation. The poem is
studied in view of its spiritual and cultural context, showing its Viking pagan roots and the Christian
influences within the text and characters, as well as an investigation of the impact of the scribe and poet.

Parzival
In Class 11 students take up the study of the medieval text, “Parzival”. Through this study the students
engage in the psychological landscape of the work, and experience an early example of a spiritual quest.
The students follow the journey of one young man’s quest to understand his journey through life, attempting
to understand his destiny. The text culminates in how he achieved his goal. Questions of the nature of
destiny, duty, compassion, love, maturation and relationship arise; questions that live in the soul of each of
us.
The Romantic Poets.
The Class 11 students continue their English studies by undertaking an in-depth study of the Romantic Poets
and their work. Poets including Blake, Shelley, Wordsworth, Keats, Byron, the Brontes and Coleridge are
studied in terms of their work and their biographies. These poets each wrote and lived with a sense of
liberation from the societal norms and literary conventions that sought to confine them. Mary Wollstonecraft
and Mary Shelley feature as examples of how new ways of thinking and redefining the role of women in
society at this time is questioned and challenged.

English Class 12
Critical response to literature - Siddhartha
In Class 12 all final year students are required to take up one Level 3 Literature module together. Students
study ”Siddhartha” by Herman Hesse, which traces the journey of a Brahmin’s son through the stages of his
life and development on his quest to reach enlightenment. Siddhartha’s journey brings him into deeper and
conscious understanding of himself, of life and the nature of love and relationship. His spiritual quest brings
the students close to his innermost questions and personal struggles in his search for clarity, understanding
and peace.
Research Essay
Students develop a formal research essay substantiating a point of view on an issue that is important to
them and that has relevance today. Students investigate the issues through finding compelling research and
statistics to support their views. Topics taken up range from Impacts of Social Media on Health, Northern
Ireland, The EU and Brexit. All work is developed in seminars, peer reviews and teacher feedback.
Film Studies
Class 12 students who choose English elective at Level 3 study film as one of their modules. Students study
the style of films of the ‘40s and ‘50s, known as Film Noir. Students learn the methods of cinematography,
the language of film and its specific techniques established by this genre. We also study the social, political,
cultural, psychological and historical roots of this particular period in film history and how that relates to the
film texts. Students question and analyze the ‘Noir’ stereotypes and come to understand how they
challenged the societal norms of the day.
Creative Writing
Students taking English as an elective will produce their own portfolio of original creative writing. In this
block, students will read and explore the works of 20 and 21st century writers, learning the art and structure
of fiction. Students create and develop their own crafted final pieces in a range of genre

Science

Class 9
Class 9 science is taught as a whole class in the three Main Lessons (Chemistry, Physics and Biology) and
subject lessons throughout the year. Outdoor Education is also taught.
Biology
● Skin and sense organs
● Structure of skin, eye, ear, organs of smell, taste, movement and balance
● How drugs affect the senses
● Rhythmic system: heart and lungs
● Microbiology and Microscopy
○ Enzymes. Fermentation. Aerobic and Anaerobic respiration
○ Health Effects
● The Immune System
● The Nitrogen Cycle (fertilizers, eutrophication)

Chemistry
● Element, Compound, Mixture
● Photosynthesis and Respiration as processes of oxidation and reduction
● Chemistry of sugars, starch, cellulose, alcohols, acids and esters
○ How they are derived from plants
○ Technological applications: fibres, soap, artificial flavours, explosives (gun cotton); safe use
of alcohol

●
●

●
●
●

The Carbon cycle
Chemistry of Hydrocarbons and everyday applications
○ Destructive distillation of wood and coal
○ Fractional distillation of oil
○ Exploration and drilling for oil, refining and catalytic cracking, products of oil refining
Chemistry of gases: Hydrogen, Nitrogen, Carbon Dioxide, Oxygen
Ecological and environmental consequences of use of hydrocarbon derivatives (carbon dioxide,
pesticides,, acid rain) and links to climate change
Polymers - Plastics (Chemistry and Environmental issues)

Physics
● Heat and engines
○ Air pressure
○ Historical development of the steam engine
○ Function of the boiler
○ Comparison of the heating value of fuels
○ 1st and 2nd laws of thermodynamics
○ Absolute zero
○ New Technology may include some of the following:
■ The steam turbine
■ Fridges and heat pumps
■ Internal combustion engines
■ Radiation
■ Rocket propulsion
●

Electricity and acoustics
○ Potential difference, current and resistance
○ Ohm’s Law calculations
○ Electrical work, electrical output and units
○ Calculation of Electricity costs
○ Function of the telephone
○ Business significance of various communication technologies

Outdoor Education:
● Trees and Landscape
● Nitrogen cycle and environmental effects
● Building projects and garden maintenance

Class 10
In Class 10, Science is taught as a whole class: 3 Main Lessons in Biology, Chemistry and Physics as well
as subject lessons throughout the year. There is also Outdoor Education taught as part of the Ecology Class
10 trip in Cornwall and also Practical Hedge-laying.
Chemistry
● Mineral Chemistry: geology and geology; geometry and symmetry
● The origin and history of common salt
● Crystallizing, dissolving and melting
● Biological significance of osmosis - more in Biology
● Thermal decomposition of salts
● Formation of salts from acids and base (lime cycle, cement)
● Acid-base polarity in the living world (e.g. breathing, the digestive system)
● Indication and titration
● Reactions of acids with metals, carbonates etc: formulae and equation
● Where do the metals/non-metals fit in the periodic table
● Insolubility salts
● Electrolysis and Electrochemistry
● Industrial applications: Electroplating, batteries
● History of Metals and refining due to reactivity
● Lead Acid Batteries
● The Reactivity Series
Biology
● Metabolic system (recap from earlier studies)
● Skeletal System (recap from earlier studies)
● Nervous system (recap class 9)
● Hormonal system
○ How sensitive is body to hormones (growth, excretion)
○ Pituitary: ovulation and menstruation
● Embryology
○ Pregnancy and Birth - physical and emotional changes
○ Implantation and embryonic development
○ Conception, abortion, embryo research, surrogacy and similar topics
○ First three years of development
○ Child development, personalities, temperaments
○ Adulthood - what is
○ Old Age
Physics
● Classical Mechanics
● Kinematics
● Statics
● Dynamics
Outdoor Education
● Hedge-laying
● Ecology Class Trip (2 weeks)

●

Garden maintenance and building projects

Class 11
In Class 11 there are 3 Main Lessons which all attend in the three sciences. Those keen on furthering their
studies in Science can specialize by taking Additional Elective Science courses as well in Chemistry, Physics
and Biology. Elective Sciences at Level 2 (Class 11) courses are prerequisites for those at Level 3 (Class 12)
Biology
Main Lesson - Botany
● Classification of plants
● Plant systems: e.g. osmosis transpiration
● Ecology: role of plants, relationships to animals
● Plant-insect relationships (inter-dependent relationships)
● Plant and landscape
● Evolution of plants
● Mendel’s plant work on Heredity
Electives
● Cell Biology including History of the microscope
● Introduction to Genetics and Heredity
Chemistry
Main Lesson - Atomic Theory
● From Greek ideas of the atom and the elements and those represented by Dalton, Bohr and modern
quantum physics
● A Historical and practical approach to:
○ Laws of conservation of mass, constant and multiple proportions
○ Relative atomic mass, use of formulae and equations
○ Gas laws
○ Avogadro’s number
○ The Periodic table
○ Radioactivity
○ Moral, social economic and environmental effects of nuclear power
○ Biographies (Dalton, Lavoisier, Mendeleev, Curie, Bohr, Rutherford, Oppenheimer)
Electives:
● Structure and Bonding
● Oxidation and Reduction
● Analytical Chemistry (testing for metals and anions etc)
Physics
Main Lesson
● Electromagnetism
● Atomic Physics (covered in Chemistry Main Lesson)
Electives:
● Electronics

● Physical Phenomenon
Herbalism:
Another block in sciences/outdoor curriculum is based on the use of Hedgerow and cultivated plants/herbs
and in herbal medicines, this is practically based and involves making cosmetics and simple remedies from
our school gardens. We take these creations, and design marketing materials and build a website to sell
them.

Class 12
In Class 12 there are two Main Lessons in science for all students: Zoology and Astronomy. There is also
Elective Biology, Chemistry and Physics for those wishing to continue their elective studies in their preferred
science(s). Students will need to have completed Level 2 (Class 11) Science Electives in their chosen
subjects to take on Level 3 (Class 12) science. It is required that those who take Elective Physics also take
on Level 3 Mathematics.
Biology
Main Lesson
● Zoology - The animal kingdom
● Comparative Anatomy and function of animals from single Celled to Complex Animals
● Comparative embryological development
● Ethical questions of animal breeding and use of animals by humans (reproduction ethics covered in
Class 10)
Electives:
● Evolution
● Advanced Genetics
● Organisms and Response to the Environment
Chemistry
Electives:
● Organic Chemistry
● Thermochemistry
● Quantitative Chemistry
Physics
Main Lesson:
● Astronomy
Electives:
● Electromagnetic wave theory
● Advanced Mechanics
● Physics Investigation on Own topic

Maths
A central point of mathematics in the Upper School is problem solving. The important question is how to
solve problems, not what one gets as an answer. With this as the focus we build on both bases of
mathematics: inspiration (induction) as an investigative beginning and logical conclusion (deduction) at a
later stage in the process.
The most important aim of the mathematics curriculum is to develop the ability of the pupils to think
creatively and rigorously and to express themselves precisely, and to give them confidence in themselves
and in their thinking.
Another aim is to prepare the pupils to apply calculation methods to everyday life and also to give them the
foundation for further education.
There is a large proportion of creative problem solving, and students are given the opportunity to develop
their thinking in a variety of ways: seeking points of departure, choosing examples or counter-examples,
systematically running an investigation and proving the results.
Assessment is continuous on a topic-by-topic basis. This can be an end of topic test sat in class, a final
project or assessment tasks that are carried out over a number of lessons. From the end of Class 9 these
count towards their Certificate of Steiner Education.
In Class 10 students must achieve 5 numeracy points to complete their Level 1. In Class 11 students who
have already achieved 9 numeracy points required for university entrance at Level 1 may choose whether to
continue mathematics beyond the core at Level 2. Those who have not yet achieved 9 points may continue
working at Level 1 if that suits them. Those students who wish to pursue mathematics to a higher level may
do so as an elective up to Level 3.

Class 9
Main Lessons:

Possibility and probability
Euclidean geometry (2 numeracy points)

Practice lessons:

Properties of number
Algebraic manipulation
Linear equations and inequalities
Conics
Exponentials and logarithms

Class 10
Main Lessons:

Surveying (3 numeracy points)
Trigonometry (2 numeracy points)

Practice lessons:

Measurement (2 numeracy points)
Algebra manipulation and equations (2 numeracy points)
Equations and graphs (2 numeracy points)

Class 11
Main Lesson:

Projective geometry (3 points)

Practice lessons:

Co-ordinate geometry (2 numeracy points)
Solving problems with algebra (3 numeracy points)
Sequences and series (2 numeracy points)
Curved graphs (2 numeracy points)

Class 12
Main Lesson:

Projective geometry (3 points)

Practice lessons:

Trigonometry (3 points)
Differentiation (3 points)
Integration (3 points)
Complex numbers (3 points)
Vector geometry (3 points)

Earth Science
Class 9: Physical Geography, Geology and Landscape Studies
In class 9 students study the physical earth, including the earth’s structure, plate tectonics and volcanicity.
Students explore how the earth’s diverse landscapes are formed, investigating the relationships between rocks,
vegetation, water and climate. We also explore geological time and earth evolution. Landscape studies include
fieldwork on the North Yorkshire Moors and coast where students stay at Botton Camphill Community and also
work on the land with the residents.
Class 10: Climatology and Climate Change
In class 10 students investigate how climate works and the human impact on the climatic system. Students
undertake individual research projects for an LO on aspects of climate change, investigating how global warming
is affecting the earth and humans in different contexts, including possible solutions. They also examine the
emergent social movement of climate activism.
Class 10: Ecology; Ecology, Landscape and Art
Students undertake an integrated study of landscape, geology and the ecology of sand dunes and the rocky
shore. They spend 2 weeks at Treyarnon Bay, North Cornwall undertaking fieldwork on plant and animal forms for
their ecology LO. Students also undertake a week long individual, artistic activity of their choice that is inspired by
this unique landscape. On return to school students present their projects to the school.

Class 10: Hedge-laying
Students learn the craft of hedge-laying in the school grounds and study the historical, political and
environmental significance of this important part of our landscape. Individual research on this topic is
undertaken for an LO on human interactions with the environment.

Social Science
The social science program in the Upper School aims to give students a deep and thorough understanding of
how society works, including its political, economic, social and cultural systems. The skill focus is on
independent research and inquiry into the key issues of our times.
Class 9, 10, 11: Power and Politics with Research Skills
Students investigate the structures of society and different political systems. The threefold nature of society,
citizenship, centres of power, and how power is sustained, are all analyzed. Students begin to learn academic
writing skills and how to construct a research document. Assessment is based on an academic research
document on any topic related to discrimination.
Class 11: Globalization
Students further develop their independent research skills by investigating the causes and various
consequences of rapid globalization in different geographical contexts. Assessment is based on an individual
research project of the student’s choice.
Class 9, 10, 11: Sustainability
Students learn critical thinking skills and apply these skills by analyzing the green credentials of a
sustainability project of their choice. They investigate environmental, social, economic and cultural
dimensions of sustainability, and explore possible futures for a more sustainable planet.

Class 12: Symptomology: Historical Movements
Class 12 investigate key social and political movements and events of the twentieth century with an emphasis
on civil rights. We examine social theory, from Marx to contemporary critical theory. Students undertake
independent research on a historical movement or event of their choice which, in previous years, has included
a range of topics, including the Stonewall Riots, the social impacts of talkie films, social class issues
surrounding the Titanic disaster, and the rise of National Socialism. Students are assessed through oral
presentation.

Class 12: Analysis of Educational Systems
Students analyze the aims, methods and curricula of different educational systems, including mainstream
and alternative. Key themes are considered, including the role of the state, assessment and pedagogical
methods and child development. Students reflect on their own educational experiences and those of others.
Assessment is based on a research project that critically analyzes an educational topic of the student’s
choice.

Understanding different educational methods and aims.
Class 12: Politics, with focus on Eastern European Political History
Students examine in-depth extreme political systems, with a focus on Fascism and Communism. We consider
key political themes, including the rise of nationalism and totalitarianism. How do such systems sustain their
power and control? We explore the cities of Budapest and Krakow, and conduct social science research on
memorials to oppressive regimes, including Auschwitz. We stay at the Pestihedigut Waldorf School in Budapest

and participate in their class 12 Main Lesson.

Shoes on the Danube. What do they mean?
Class 12: Housing in the UK
Why does housing shortage and homelessness exist in the UK? What is the solution? We explore key
themes related to housing provision in the UK, including links to politics, economics and culture. Students
conduct in-depth analytical research on a housing-related question of their choice. In previous years
students have researched topics including student housing provision, second home ownership and social
housing design.

Class 12: Legacy of Empire

Why did the Edward Colston statue end up in the River
Avon? In class 12 students explore the slave history of
Bristol as well as the legacy of the Commonwealth and
immigration, including the Windrush generation as well as
the social geography of the city. Students select a related
topic of their choice and undertake urban fieldwork to
answer their questions.

German language
Class 9/10
In class 9 and 10, the students explore the history of Germany, especially the time from 1961-1989. They
discover the history of the Berlin Wall, the political system of East Germany, the unification of East and
West Germany, the holocaust and World War 2. They dive even deeper into the times of Luther and the
translation of the Bible into German and get an introduction to the study of Indo-European languages. The
students also discover different professions and introduce them to the class. The lessons are mostly held in
German. At the end of the year students study an area of Germany in detail and present their findings in a
multifaceted way (food, music, film, dialect, clothing). The students engage in several German film studies
related to the topics discussed above.
Students are encouraged to go on an exchange to a German, Swiss or Austrian Steiner School for at least
half a term during class 9 to perfect their language skills, meet a different culture and make new friends!
Class 11/12
In class 11 and 12 students study contemporary German songs and poems followed by more classical
poems and ballads (Goethe, Schiller, Morgenstern, Kaestner, Fontane, Busch). One block asks the
students to introduce their favourite German author and his/her work. The students further explore German
politics through newspaper articles and German news. The students discuss how to live in harmony with
our planet and find a topic of their choice and give a speech. In class 11/12 we perfect our writing and
speaking skills and create a portfolio of written German texts. The students embark on a journey into
German film study to better their understanding of German culture, German humour and German politics.

Craft

Throughout the school there is a rich thread of crafts offered to all students and it’s no different for the upper
classes. Educating through the hands offers an opportunity to unfold potential in each student. It’s not just
about the making of the object but for the student to discover themselves and build a stronger relationship to
the physical world and natural environment. Furthermore, neuroscience is increasingly suggesting that

movement, which includes hands-on learning, develops and strengthens the connections between the brain
and the nerve pathways around the whole body, and so lays the foundation for intellectual work.
In classes 9, 10 and 11 the students will have the opportunity to try their hand at a variety of traditional and
modern crafts with the focus being predominantly on woodwork, with blacksmithing and basketry also being
offered. The students will use a range of tools and techniques.

They will try their hand at traditional green woodworking, transforming a log into a stool or chair, using
drawknives and pole lathes. They will discover different joints for fine carpentry to make various items for the
home, using planes, chisels as well as needing a sharp accurate mind. They will also manage the forge to
make hooks, pokers and other items made of steel, discovering the processes that were key to humanity not
that long ago. The students will also learn how to soak willow and then weave it to make different styles of
baskets.
Throughout their making journey the students will discover which materials and styles they prefer, allowing
them to carry out an individual project of their choice in class 12 as an elective. They learn the complete
making process from design through to the end product and the onus is on themselves to complete the
project with staff available to assist if required.
As well as individual crafts being offered the students will get involved with a larger building project, learning
some very different skills compared to those of the workshop. The students will need initiative, teamwork and
the ability to think outside of the box. The most recent project was building part of the new blacksmithing
classroom, with the students building workbenches, cladding the walls, putting in windows, putting up the
guttering, building footpaths and considering how the space will best function.

New Forge in progress: built by students!
Through the craft programme, students will develop a series of human values which are in high demand in
modern society: creativity, perseverance/resilience, grounded thinking, problem solving capacities, and
social and moral qualities.
Let’s make the future!

Games
Class 9
During the autumn term the class makes use of the school fields in a programme of athletics. Here the class
learn and fine tune their skills in Javelin, Discus, High jump, Long jump, Sprints and Relays. The aim of the
lessons is to develop their technique and improve their performance through teacher and peer to peer
evaluation, practice and competition.
The second half of the autumn term is a six-week block of football. Here the class goes through passing and
dribbling drills, positional play, rules and small sided games. As the term progresses the tactics and
strategies can be applied to the lessons. The aim of the football block is for students to learn teamwork,
become familiar and competent with a sport and use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to
overcome opponents in team sport.
The winter term sees the class use Greenwood Hall for Bothmer movement and ‘pairs gymnastics’ and
balance. Here the class goes through a series of Bothmer exercises checking each other for accuracy,
alignment, choreography and rhythm. The class also goes through a series of 40 different ‘pairs gymnastic’
activities. The aim of this term is for the class to evaluate their performances compared to previous ones and
demonstrate improvement across a range of physical movements to achieve their best.
During the second half of the winter term the class starts a running programme of interval training to
Meadowbrook and back. Once at Meadowbrook the class start their hockey module. Here the class learns
pass, control and Indian dribbling through a series of drills and games. The aim of this term is to improve and
develop physical fitness, teamwork and principles suitable for attacking and defending during sports.

During the summer term the class starts their level 3 in bike ability. Here the class will further enhance their
cycle proficiency and road safety whilst facing and discovering personal challenges in endurance and
self-care and relationships.

Class 10
During the autumn term the class makes use of the school fields in a programme of athletics. Here the class
learn and fine tune their skills in Javelin, Discus, High jump, Long jump, Sprints and Relays. The aim of the
lessons is developing their technique and improving their performance through teacher and peer to peer
evaluation, practice and competition.
The second half of the autumn term is a six-week block of football. Here the class goes through passing and
dribbling drills, positional play, rules and small sided games. As the term progresses the tactics and
strategies can be applied to the lessons. The aim of the football block is for students to learn teamwork,
become familiar and competent with a sport and use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to
overcome opponents in team a sport.
During the winter term the class starts their first level one Learning Outcome (LO) in basketball. Here the
class will be assessed on their dribbling and shooting ability and the whole six weeks is focused on
practicing skills and techniques in order to achieve their dribbles with speed, control and fluidity and their
shooting with accuracy.
The summer terms sees the class embark on a running programme using various themes of running skills
and theory classes whilst journaling each run. The aim of the running term is for the class to develop their
knowledge of anatomy and physiology and their principles to training whilst also developing and improving
their running performance.
The end of the summer term will see the upper school classes joining for games such as soft ball, ultimate
frisbee, cricket and volleyball. Here the theme will be just to enjoy and choose each sport under a warm sun
and have fun!

Class 11
During the autumn term the class makes use of the school fields in a programme of athletics. Here the class
learn and fine tune their skills in Javelin, Discus, High jump, Long jump, Sprints and Relays. The aim of the
lessons is developing their technique and improving their performance through teacher and peer to peer
evaluation, practice and competition.
The second half of the autumn term is a six-week block of football. Here the class goes through passing and
dribbling drills, positional play, rules and small sided games. As the term progresses the tactics and
strategies can be applied to the lessons. The aim of the football block is for students to learn teamwork,
become familiar and competent with a sport and use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to
overcome opponents in team a sport.
The winter terms will see the class embark on a running programme using various themes of running skills
and theory classes whilst journaling each run. The aim of the running term is for the class to develop their
knowledge anatomy and physiology and their principles to training whilst also developing and improving their
running performance.
During the second half of the winter term and the start of the summer term the class starts their level two LO
in basketball. Here the class will be assessed on their dribbling, shooting 2 v1 situation play and lay up
shooting ability. The whole six weeks is focused on practicing skills and techniques in order to achieve their
dribbles with speed, control and fluidity and their shooting with accuracy, using correct choice and technique
in their 2 v1 plays and control and fluidity in their lay-up shots.

The end of the summer term will see the upper school classes joining for games such as soft ball, ultimate
frisbee, cricket and volleyball. Here the theme will be just to enjoy and choose each sport under a warm sun
and have fun!

Class 12
During the autumn term the class makes use of the school fields in a programme of athletics. Here the class
learn and fine tune their skills in Javelin, Discus, High jump, Long jump, Sprints and Relays. The aim of the
lessons is developing their technique and improving their performance through teacher and peer to peer
evaluation, practice and competition.
The second half of the autumn term is a six-week block of football. Here the class goes through passing and
dribbling drills, positional play, rules and small sided games. As the term progresses the tactics and
strategies can be applied to the lessons. The aim of the football block is for students to learn teamwork,
become familiar and competent with a sport and use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to
overcome opponents in team a sport.
At the start of the winter term the class starts their level 3 in leadership. By the end of the LO the class will
be able to individually run a 40-minute sports lesson and warm up using their leadership skills. To achieve
this the class will be taught different types of leadership, lesson planning and differentiation, risk
assessments, behaviour policies and class control and evaluation from class, peers and teachers to improve
practice.
During the second half of the winter term the class will start their second level 3 in demonstrating
performance skills in a movement discipline. Here the class will need to choreograph a performance in a skill
that they have studied during their Waldorf education such as football/basketball. Everyone will need to
break down and describe each skill and then research and practice it until it is done with grace, control,
fluidity and accuracy and then put it into a performance piece.
The start of the summer term will see the class embark on their third and final level 3 in demonstrating a
range of significant skills in a movement discipline. This being a performance in bothmer movement
assessing accuracy, alignment, choreography and rhythm in a group performance.
The end of the summer term will see the upper school classes joining for games such as soft ball, ultimate
frisbee, cricket and volleyball. Here the theme will be just to enjoy and choose each sport under a warm sun
and have fun!

Art

As students continue their art studies into Upper school they make a journey through the stages of discovery
into the possibilities of art materials, and the themes that run through the subject.

Class 9
The step into Upper School comes with a powerful sense of subjectivity and emerging critical thinking, which
is met with an underlying theme of polarities. Students now have longer lessons to study observational
drawing, rules of proportion and composition, colour theory, shading and mark making using directional line.
Students look at the elements of art, learning distinctions between line, tone, colour, shape and space.
Themes explored this year are black and white contrast, still life observation and portraiture.
Main Lesson: History of Art, Ancient Art to Renaissance

Class 10

In Class 10 the capacity for thinking deepens and the tension of opposites gives way to a sense of process.
A sense of balance and harmony is called forth through deepening their knowledge of colour in chalk pastels
and paint. Students use gouache and oil paint learning composition, colour harmony, balance, mood and
contrast. Students study black and white analogue photography, shooting, developing and printing film,
learning the principles of photographic composition. Themes include landscape, portraiture and observation
of natural forms.
Main Lesson: History of Art, The Romantics and Impressionists / Class trip

Class 11
In class 11 students can explore their paths more independently, applying the many foundational skills they
have learnt, to direct their own themes within their art portfolio. Students this year develop their range
through new techniques in printmaking and surface design, learning how to create a repeated pattern. As
part of their Main Lesson they have the opportunity to refine their skills in watercolour painting.
Main Lesson: History of Art, The Pre Raphaelites and William Morris / Class trip

Class 12
Their final year, this the culmination of their Waldorf education, students independence and initiative is
challenged in new ways. This requires students to direct art projects from their own interests and themes
with guidance, using their teachers now as fellow researchers as well as mentors. In their art studies
students create a portfolio of art work alongside a workbook of analytical, critical, comparative and process
thinking of their chosen artists.

Music

As part of the life of the school:
●

Classes 9-12 have a weekly Upper School Choir class.

●

Class 10 & 11 Students complete a Music Performance Learning Outcome at Level 1 and Level 2 as
part of the 'core' points required for the Steiner Certificate. This can be any musical performance,
providing flexibility for students who create music in different ways, from music technology to playing
an instrument, to singing.

Students wishing to pursue further music studies (beyond the above) can work through other aspects of the
curriculum.
Music Studies - Level 1 - Class 10

In class 10, students prepare and perform a musical piece and produce a portfolio of evidence. Students
may also perform music with a main instrument.
Music Studies - Level 2 - Class 11
In class 11, students prepare and perform in a physical movement or music activity in an authentic setting,
perform in a range of contrasting music works, create a portfolio of musical compositions and/or
arrangements and produce a portfolio of evidence in music studies.
Music Studies - Level 3 - Class 12
Students prepare for and then perform ‘with skill’ in a programme of music over a range of styles. Students
continue to produce a portfolio of musical composition and evidence in music studies. Students research,
interpret and report on a music topic, and look at creative solutions for a music technology project

PSHE
Every student in the Upper School participates in a rich and diverse Personal, Social, Health and Economic
curriculum, usually led by their Class Sponsor (form tutor). The Class Sponsor holds the key pastoral care
role for students in Upper School.
Lessons are carefully planned to develop the knowledge, skills and attributes required to keep our young
people healthy and safe and to prepare them for life and work, for example students participate in lessons
around online safety, stress and time management, self-assessment and goal setting.
Important sessions include career pathway meetings, guidance for the UCAS process and further education
applications and inspirational talks from experts in their field and a range of professions.
Students also discuss British and Human Values, Government and Politics, and the Rule of Law. They
explore First Aid, physical and mental health (and the relationship between the two), budgeting and finances.
Students also consider inclusivity, including what constitutes ‘normal’, and extremism, the environment and
sustainability, and the media. Lessons invite discussion and a chance to really open up and explore these
subjects.

Educational Trips
Adventurous and challenging trips are a key part of our unique out-door curriculum.
Class 9: visit Botton Camphill to work on the land and in various workshops with the resident community.
This social-practical is integrated with fieldwork studies of geography and landscape on the North Yorkshire
Moors and coast.

Landscape Studies: North Yorkshire Moors

Botton Camphill: harvesting with the residents

Class 10: Ecology Trip: a 2-week integrated trip to North Cornwall with fieldwork studies on seashore
ecology, anthropology and geology as well as a personal artistic project based on the natural environment
(an immersive study). Students live and self-cater in caravans. Class 10 also visit London for an art trip.

London Art trip
Class 11: Wilderness Trek to either Dartmoor, Snowdonia or Scotland. Students wild camp for one week and
learn survival skills. This is a personal, explorative and spiritual journey through a deep encounter with the
natural world. Class 11 also visit London for an art trip.
Class 12: East European trip. A 2-week trip to Hungary (Budapest) and Poland (Krakow) to study political
history, with a study of Auschwitz. Students conduct in-depth research on memorials to oppressive political
pasts, including Nazism and Communism. We visit the Budapest Steiner School and meet with their class
12.

Contact details South Devon Steiner School (Upper School), Hood Manor, Dartington, Devon. TQ9 6AB
Tel: 01803 – 897377
General enquiries: enquiries@steiner-south-devon.org
Education Manager: Jeff van Zyl (jeff.van.zyl@steiner-south-devon.org)
Admissions Manager: Kaycee Fordham (admissions@steiner-south-devon.org)
Business Manager: Julie Thomas (julie.thomas@steiner-south-devon.org)
Upper School Co-Chairs: Dr. Phil Wright, Ruth Walker

