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Policy Statement:  
The South Devon Steiner School (SDSS) is a comprehensive Steiner Waldorf school. The school 
accepts children with a wide range of abilities, operating a socially inclusive admissions policy that 
does not select children on the grounds of gender, race or religion.  
 
The admission of any individual applicant is subject to the criteria set out below. The school 
believes that all children have individual needs and aims to meet those needs as best as possible 
taking into consideration the child’s age, developmental stage and other circumstances. The school 
aims so far as possible to create balanced, mixed-ability class groups. Applications are welcomed 
on behalf of all children although not all applicants can be admitted to the school.  
 
Decisions on admission of a pupil and assignment to a particular class take into account the needs 
of the individual pupil, the likely impact on other children in the class, the balance of the class 
group and the resources available to the school.  
 
SDSS is structured in three departments:  
 
• Kindergarten (age 3-6)  
• Lower School: Classes One to Eight (age 6+-14)  
• Upper School: Classes Nine to Twelve (age 14+-19)  
 
Although SDSS aims to provide a complete education for every child admitted, admission to one 
part of the school does not guarantee admission to another. A child initially entering Kindergarten 
will undergo a School Readiness Assessment before being granted entry to Class One, and a third 
admissions process including an interview, before being granted entry to Class Nine. 
 

In this policy the word 'applicant' refers either to the applicant pupil or to their parents or 
guardian(s), depending upon context, and the term ‘the School’ refers to South Devon Steiner 
School. 
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The School welcomes applications well in advance of the proposed enrolment date.  

The School determines the correct class for the applicant based on their date of birth. Year groups 
are formed with children born between 1st June and 31st May each year, for example a child born in 
February 2010 would join a class with children born between 1st June 2009 and 31st May 2010. (ref. 

Year Identifier Codes for Enrolment guidance document) 

In exceptional cases, the School may consider an applicant for a class not chronologically 
appropriate. Most often, this will occur in the case of a student born between 1st May and 30th 
June, but it can also happen when the intellectual ability and/or social and emotional needs of the 
applicant would be better met in an older/younger class, or where the target class is full. (ref. 

Curriculum Policy) 

 

Admissions Criteria  
 
The Class Group  
 
Our educational approach is built around the creation of a “healthy constellation” of children in 
each class group. There is no prescriptive formula for this, but it does mean that when a new 
applicant is being considered for an established class, the applicant may be rejected if we judge 
that the overall dynamic of the class would be to the detriment of the children already in the class.   
Our teaching approach places a great deal of importance on the class as a social group and on the 
class teacher as focal point for the children’s learning.  
 
Meeting the Needs of the Individual Child  
 
SDSS will consider applications on behalf of children with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities, and those with medical needs. The school will make reasonable adjustments to 
accommodate the needs of an applicant child. Extra help is made available from the dedicated 
Educational Support Department so far as resources allow. Children with an EHCP (formerly known 
as a statement of special needs) can sometimes be accepted, provided local authority provision 
and appropriate resourcing is in place to support the EHCP/Statement. 
 
When the school determines that an applicant may have SEND, these needs will be assessed with 
regard to (i) their severity, (ii) the resources available to meet those needs and (iii) the prime duty 
of the school to ensure that all its pupils receive effective education. This assessment will be made 
together with the Educational Support Department during the application process. 
 
If the school is unable to offer a place, it will write to the applicant explaining the reasons for this 
conclusion.   
 
In some cases, a place may be offered subject to certain conditions requiring, for example, extra 
tuition or further assessment. Any such conditions will be clearly set out in the offer letter and will 
form part of the contract between the parents and the School. 
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Before a child reaches statutory school age, an ongoing informal assessment will be made of a 
child’s SEND to ensure that the school can fulfil its responsibility to provide an effective education. 
If a place in Class 1 cannot be offered on these grounds, the usual notice period is not applicable.  
(ref. SEND Policy, Administering Medicines Policy and Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy) 
 
Assessment of Applications  
 
SDSS does not normally operate a written examination. Nevertheless, all applicants to the school 
are assessed for suitability by the following methods:  
 

• Consideration of the existing constellation of pupils in the target class and the likely impact 
of the new applicant were they to join the class.  

• Review of reports from previous schools and supporting documentation such as reports 
from Educational Psychologist / Psychiatrist, Medical Reports, EHCP. 

• Interviews and/or observation of the child by the prospective class teacher or sponsor and 
the Educational Support department.  

• School Readiness Assessment for those applicants applying to Class One only. 

• Completion of a five day trial period with the target class (excluding Kindergarten 
applicants). 

• Formal assessment by our Educational Support Department during the trial period 
(excluding Kindergarten applicants).  

• In cases of doubt, the school may require a report from an educational psychologist before 
reaching a decision on a particular application.  

 
Candidates are assessed against the above criteria using reports from previous schools, interviews 
with pupils and parents, and an assessment of the existing class into which the new applicant 
would be placed.  
 
School Readiness Assessment (SRA) 
 
The SRA is held by the Educational Support Department for all applicants to Class One. The SRA is 
usually held in the summer term of the academic year preceding formation of the new class. The 
SRA is undertaken to determine the applicant’s readiness to begin their formal education and to 
determine those applicants who may need support. (ref. SEND policy)  
 
Admissions Procedure 
 
Prospective applicants to the school should contact the Admissions Administrator in the first 
instance. As our approach to education is distinctive, it is important that parents understand our 
methods and educational philosophy, as a mutual understanding of child development and our 
curriculum between parents and the school is highly beneficial to pupils. It is therefore important 
that parents attend a Prospective Parent Afternoon, or a school tour as a minimum, before 
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submitting a formal application. A formal application can then be submitted with the necessary 
supporting documentation, payment of the (non-refundable) application fee of £50.00 and the 
Financial Agreement form (sometimes accompanied by the Financial Assessment form, where the 
applicant family wishes to apply for a Community Assisted Place). Complete applications will then 
be considered by the relevant individuals (teacher/member of educational support/finance 
manager). 
 
In the case of an application to the Finance Manager for a Community Assisted Place, the Finance 
Manager will assess whether the level of fees offered by the applicant family, meets the minimum 
level set by the school each academic year.  Applications cannot be processed until the fee level 
has been agreed and a Financial Agreement form completed and signed by the applicant parents.  
(ref. the Finance and Fees Policy) 

 
Once the financial contribution is agreed by the Finance Department, and in the event that the 
school deems that it can meet the needs of the applicant, the applicant will be invited to an 
interview (Kindergarten) or to complete a five day trial period (Classes One – Twelve), with the 
exception of applicants applying directly to Class One during the preceding academic year, who will 
not first join Kindergarten.  
 
In this case, Class One applicants will be invited to attend a School Readiness Assessment as 
described above, with a member of the Educational Support Team, in place of an interview and 
five day trial period. Once Class One is established, applicants to the class are expected to 
complete the standard five day trial period and interview. 
 
Trial periods are chargeable at a rate of £150.00 per week, payable in advance of the trial period 
commencement. Extensions to the trial period beyond one week are chargeable at the same 
weekly rate, only if the parent requests the extension, not the School. This amount is deductible 
from the first term’s school fees for applicants who are offered and accept a place at the School, 
but is not refundable if the student is not offered a place or the applicant does not take up the 
place offered. (ref. Finance and Fees Policy) 

 
During the five day trial period, applicants will be assessed (as described above) by the Educational 
Support Team and the applicant and applicant parents will be invited to attend an interview with 
the teacher of the class applied for.  
 
Further to completion of the trial period, the application will be considered at the relevant 
department meeting. A decision will be communicated to the applicant by letter, usually sent by 
email. 
 
Admission to Kindergarten is for a minimum of three sessions per week. 
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Policy of Acceptance  
 
An offer will be made to successful candidates by the Admissions Administrator and will specify the 
start date, class and any special conditions attached to the offer.  
 
The Finance Department will subsequently issue the deposit invoice which requires immediate 
payment. Deposits are £600 for a first child and £300 for each subsequent child, payable before 
the new student begins school. 
 
A Parents Handbook is available to all parents containing information about the school, its ethos, 
aims and provisions. This is available on our website: 
http://www.southdevonsteinerschool.org/parents-handbook.html 
 
Policy of Non-Acceptance  
 
The school reserves the right to refuse admission if, on the basis of the above criteria, the school 
does not feel that the child’s needs can be best met at the school without detriment to those 
already in our care.  
 
If you are not satisfied with the decision that we reach, you should put your appeal in writing to 
the Admissions Administrator within fourteen days of the date of our admissions decision. An 
appeal will then be heard according to the timescales set out in our Concerns and Complaints 
Policy. Any decision reached by the appeals panel is final. (ref. Concerns and Complaints Policy) 

 

Dates for Admission  
 
SDSS welcomes admissions applications throughout the academic year. 
  
Priority for Places  
 
Where the number of applicants of a particular age group exceeds the number of places available 
in the school, applications will be processed in the order they are received, subject to priority 
being granted to the following in the order listed:  
 
1. Children of staff members  
2. Siblings of current pupils  
3. Children from other Steiner Waldorf Schools  
4. Other new applicants  
 
Re-admission of pupils will be considered along with new applications and will depend on the 
above criteria.  
 
 

http://www.southdevonsteinerschool.org/parents-handbook.html
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Availability of Places 
 
Classes 1-12, 24 pupils constitutes a class which is technically full. A Kindergarten class is 
considered full at 16 children. When the number in a class is below these levels, applicants who 
meet the other criteria for admission will normally be offered places in the order detailed above.  
 
The school may decide to admit additional pupils above the level at which the class is 

technically full, provided that the educational needs of the pupils to be admitted, and those 

already in the class, can continue to be met. Decisions will be taken on an individual basis and 

may take into account the ease with which applicants are expected to adjust to the class and 

the curriculum. In some cases this may result in an applicant being offered a place before 

another, earlier applicant. 

 

 
 
Compliance: 
Equal Opportunities Act 2010 
The Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 
Education (Pupil Registration) Regulations 2006 
 
References: 
Gifted & Talented Policy (AGT) 
Concerns & Complaints Policy 
Curriculum Policy 
Equal Opportunities for Pupils Policy 
Special Educational Needs and Disability Policy (SEND) 
Finance and Fees Policy 
Supporting Children with Medical Needs Policy 


