
 

SEN Policy rev4

Policy Statement: 

Definition of Special Educational Needs
A pupil has special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty, which calls for special 
educational provision to be made for them.

A pupil has a learning difficulty if they:
a) Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of pupils of the same 

age/class; or
b) Have a disability which prevents or hinders the pupil from making use of educational facilities 

provided for pupils in that age group in the school

Special educational provision means:
Educational provision, which is additional to, or otherwise different from, the educational provision 
generally made for other pupils of the same age.
 
A graduated response
In line with the DfES SEN Code of Practice, South Devon Steiner School  uses a graduated 
response to pupils with SEN. The DfES SEN Code of Practice refers to two stages:
a) School Action1 and b) School Action Plus2.

Procedure:

School Action 
The triggers for school action could be:
• A teacher’s concern about a pupil’s behaviour or learning abilities.
• Parent(s) concern about a pupil’s behaviour or learning abilities
• The results of the class screening

1  In Early Years this is called Early Years Action
2   ditto Early Action Plus
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As an independent school our SEN policies endeavour to respect the DfES code of Practice 
recommendation where it does not conflict with the aims of the international Waldorf 
Curriculum for the following reasons: 

i.  Common Good Practice
ii.    To make working with the LEA’s simpler (statementing procedures, etc.)
iii. To aid  the transfer of pupils between schools



Indicators may include: 
 Makes little or no progress:
 Works at levels significantly below those expected for a child of similar age
 Presents persistent emotional and/or behavioural difficulties
 Has sensory or integration problems
 Has communication problems and/or interaction difficulties

School Action 1.
 As consequence of these triggers a pupil may be referred to:
 The relevant departmental meeting (Early Years, Lower School, Upper School)
 The Learning Support Teachers
 The School Doctor (specifically)

School Action 2.

Effective intervention arising from such referrals could lead directly to School Action Plus. In most 
cases it would take the form of: 

 A consistent approach by all staff involved – usually with significant input by the SENCO in 
the form of the drawing up of I.E.P.’s etc.

 Therapy and/or medicine and/or counselling
 (Internal) assessment for Specific Learning Difficulties by the Learning Support Department
 Learning Support Lessons (usually following the assessment mentioned above)
 Other Support.

The responsibility for Special Educational Needs is carried by the Learning Support Department 
who work co-operatively as SENCO's. Each SENCO will be responsible for the day to day 
operations of the S.E.N. Policy. 

 Liaising with, and advising, all members of staff and the EY, LS, US Admissions Mandate 
Holders in particular

 Co-ordinating provision for children with SEN
 Maintaining a SEN register and overseeing records on children with SEN
 Liaising with parents of children with SEN or ensuring that the class teachers do so
 Contributing to training and keeping all members of staff informed of new developments 

and issues
 Liaising with internal specialists (see under School Action above)
 Liaising with external agencies (see under School Action Plus below)

They will also endeavour to update and advance their knowledge and skills by attending
relevant training. 
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b) School Action Plus
As part of School Action the recommendation may be for a pupil to be seen by a specialist outside 
the school and thus go directly to School Action Plus. Usually pupils will be placed on School 
Action Plus as a result of School Action (1 & 2) when it is clear at the child study or review stage 
that not enough progress is made – despite receiving an individualized programme  - and more 
expert help is needed. School Action Plus will involve one or more of the following:

 GP
 Educational Psychologist
 Child Psychologist
 Child Psychiatrist
 Social Services
 LEA (e.g. in the case of a school or parental referral/request for statutory assessment)
 External Special Needs expert or therapist
 Other

We considers all children as having individual needs and aim to meet these needs as best as  
possible taking into consideration the child’s age, developmental stage and other circumstances.

The Admissions policy ensures children with SEN are only  accepted when

a) the child's needs can be met, and

b) their acceptance to the school does not adversely affect the education of pupils already in our 
care. 

Written by: SEN Department Date: May 2007
Approved by: Beverley Powell Date:2nd May 2007

History of review: 2009, 2011, 2013
Date for next review: May 2015
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