
admin/School Policies/Policies&Procedures/Behaviour Discipline Lateness&Exclusions /Admissions Policy rev4 May 2016 page1 of 3 

 

 

 

 

Admissions Policy  rev6 

 

 

Written by:         Christina Edlund-Plater Date: 2 March 2007 rev. 1.01  
Reviewed by: Kaycee Fordham  Date: 8 February rev. 1.06 
Approved by:         Council   Date:  
                                                 Date for next review: February 2018 
      

Statement:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Procedure:  

The procedure for applying to the school is set out in a document titled 'Information for 

families approaching the school'.  
 
In this policy the word 'applicant' refers either to the applicant pupil or to their parents or 
guardian(s), depending upon context. 

Applicants for admission to the school are made via application form (including recent school 

reports and relating documents, payment of the administration charge of £50.00 per family, 
interview and, for classes 1 to 10, a trial period of five days in the class.  
 
Trial Periods 
 
Trial periods are chargeable at a rate of £150.00 per week, to be paid in full before the date of 
commencement. Extensions to the trial period beyond one week will be chargeable, only if the 
parent requests the extension, not the teacher.  This amount is deductible from the first term’s 
school fees for successful applicants, but is non-refundable in the case of an unsuccessful 
application.  
 
The sole criteria for admission are as follows: 
 
1. the availability of a place in the class appropriate to the applicant's age 
 

2. the capacity of the school to meet the applicant's educational needs, taking into account its 
duties a) to make "reasonable adjustment," and b) to provide effective education for all 
children in the school.   
 
3. the willingness and ability of the applicant's family or guardian(s) to contribute financially 
and donate their skills and abilities to the running of the school. 
 

1. The availability of places 
 

Through our admissions process the school aims to establish that applicant families 
have a clear understanding of the distinctive education on offer before committing. In 
addition, South Devon Steiner School must feel satisfied that it can meet the applicant 
pupil’s needs. South Devon Steiner School aims to create balanced classes containing 
children with a range of abilities, from a wide variety of backgrounds. The school 
wishes to treat all applicants fairly and openly, and to be timely and effective in its 
communication with them. 

https://sites.google.com/a/steiner-south-devon.org/www/information_sheet.pdf?attredirects=0
https://sites.google.com/a/steiner-south-devon.org/www/information_sheet.pdf?attredirects=0
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Classes 1 to 10, 24 pupils constitutes a class which is technically full. A Kindergarten Class is 
considered full at 16 children. When the number in a class is below these levels, applicants 
who meet the other criteria for admission will normally be offered places in the order of 
completing their application, except that priority will be given (i) to the children of staff coming 
to work in the school and (ii) to the siblings of existing pupils. 
 

A completed application is one in which the required interview form has been submitted along 
with appropriate school reports and supporting documents as required, financial forms have 
been completed & agreed, and the interview and a classroom visit of three to five days (for 
classes 1 to 10) have taken place. The family should also have attended a Prospective Parents 
Afternoon where at all possible. 
 
The school may decide to admit additional pupils above the level at which the class is 

technically full, provided that the educational needs of the pupils to be admitted, and those 
already in the class, can continue to be met. Decisions will be taken on an individual basis and 
may take into account the ease with which applicants are expected to adjust to the class and 
the curriculum. In some cases this may result in an applicant being offered a place before 
another, earlier applicant. 
 
2. The capacity of the school to meet the applicant's educational needs 

The school will do all possible to make reasonable adjustment for children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. Extra help is made available from the dedicated 
Educational Support Department so far as possible. Children with a statement of special 
educational needs or EHCP can sometimes be accepted, provided local authority provision and 
appropriate resourcing is in place to support the statement/EHCP. 
 

When the school determines that an applicant may have special needs, these needs will be 
assessed with regard to (i) their severity, (ii) the resources available to meet those needs and 
(iii) the prime duty of the school to ensure that all its children receive effective education. This 
assessment will be made together with the Educational Support Department during the 
application process.  

If the school is unable to offer a place it will write to the applicant explaining the reasons for 
this conclusion.  
 
In some cases, places may be offered subject to conditions requiring, for example, extra 
tuition or further assessment. Any such conditions will be clearly set out in the offer letter. 
 
Before a child reaches statutory school age, an ongoing informal assessment will be made of a 
child's SEND to ensure that the school can fulfil its responsibility to provide an effective 
education. If a place in Class 1 can't be offered on these grounds, the usual notice period is 

not applicable. 
 
The school recognises an important transition point between Lower School and Upper School. 
This is subject to interview and individual assessment.  

 

Controls:  
 Application Form 
 School report and supporting documents 
 Payment of £50.00 Administration Fee 
 Financial agreement form 
 Financial assessment form where appropriate 
 Payment of £150.00 Trial Period Fee 
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Information/advice/guidance:  

 Information for families approaching the school (see website) 
 
Compliance:  

 Equality act 2010 
 
References: 

 Finance and Fees Policy 
 Non-financial contributions policy 
 Concerns and Complaints policy 


